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Trusses of Rhododendron catawbiense (true species) at Highlands Nursery, 
Kawana, North Carolina (3,800 feet elevation) 


Harlan P. Kelsey, Proprietor, Beacon Building, Boston, Mass. 


THE TRUE 
Rhododendron catawbiense 


OF THE CAROLINA MOUNTAINS 


The Hardiest Rhododendron Knolvn 


T IS this magnificent Rhododendron that over a hundred years ago was 
I introduced into Europe, supplying color and hardy blood to the cultivated 
“hybrids,” but with a consequent loss of hardiness; and so today, for 
American gardens where ironclad hardiness is essential, we must turn to the 
true original species, found only on the highest, coldest peaks of the Southern 
Alleghanies. 
Considering the extreme hardiness, color of flower, compact growth and 


remarkable texture of foliage, which is a deep shiny green and far superior to 
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the better known Rhododendron maximum, we can unhesitatingly recommend 
the native Rhododendron catawhiense as the finest of all Rhododendrons for. 
general use, withstanding successfully exposure and extremes of temperature 
where other Rhododendrons fail. 

Do not confuse this true species, which is absolutely hardy, with the common 
so-called catawhiense hybrid so freely imported from Europe, which is at best 
only half-hardy and, even when branched above, is a single grafted stem, show- 
ing bareness underneath for years. 

Unlike Rhododendron maximum, it is a very free bloomer, with foliage of a 
dark, rich, lasting green, which never rusts, as does maximum occasionally. The 
trusses are a bright red-purple, in marked contrast to the muddy purple of the 
semi-hardy half-breed imported variety noted above, and, as sent out by High- 
lands Nursery, they are always on their own roots. 

For massing to produce a broad-leaved evergreen landscape effect there is 
no plant equal to it in the latitude of the northern United States and Canada, 
where strictly hardy plants must be employed, 

For use as a rich finished border to plantations of the commoner Rhododen- 
dron maximum and Kalmia latifolia, the value of Rhododendron cataawbiense 
cannot be overestimated. 

It is with great pleasure we offer for the first time in America or abroad a 
complete stock of this rare Rhododendron in the true species, in sizes from small, 
stocky plants to large, bushy clumps for immediate effect. 

We offer both transplanted clumps and those lifted with large balls from 
open ground, the price being the same, as both grow almost equally well where 
properly handled, the price depending on diameter, size and furnishings. 
Clumps often have 30 to 40 stems and are usually well budded. 

Packing is done in boxes, or the larger sizes in crates, and plants are 
delivered free on board cars. I give éstimates on freight charges gladly. 


Prices of Rhododendron catalwbiense 


Bushy, nursery-grown plants with balls. Pathe. Spero fod 
6to ginches . eee won 2% 2k = $or25- S$ricso- $i2) 00 
GiOMUSHNCheSue = sakes fa mi Lvgeir, Wesae, of 35 250 2000 


1 to 1% feet 


Clumps, thick and bushy with balls, all very heavy, with 
diameter proportionate to height. 


60 400 35 0o 


6 to 9 inches Agta IPL Swen wy OS Gee Ss 60 400 35 00 
9 to 12 inches hcl gies gece”, Hiei ck es ay ee 75 § 00 45 00 
1 to 14 feet Spatial Fs opavutel isuhzyls ue MINOOS ts 7 GOue tO NGO 
TestOP PCED ken co seit wiSa f Lee Shao) fe oe tas EF SH TMOG 125 00 
2 to 3 feet Pate ys, once kar ion Oe eee ne aa 3 00 25 00 200 co 
AtOl eetman ernie ra Gach. 5 Gp ops sOror 450 00 
qukOrgineety se! 2.025; 10 00 90 CO 


Extra-large selected clumps, $12 to $20 each, according to furnishings. 


Do not compare our many-stemmed clumps With the sitgle-stemmed “‘ bushy” half-hardy 
Rhododensirons offerzd by importers. Therz iz ia comparison. 
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Rhododendron punctatum (rink LAUREL) 


This is the smallest Southern Alleghanian species, and is very rare. A 
graceful shrub with spreading branches and dark green, narrow leaves, covered 
below with rusty dots. The rose-colored or pink blossoms are borne in profu- 
sion in June Beautiful for rocky slopes, as it stands exposure unusually well. 


A clump of Rhododendron punctatum 


Each Per 10 
Strong plants, 6 to 9 inches fo 20 $1 75 
Strong plants, 9 to 12 inches Te ae ees on ane eh sapee Cyne esac ye) 
Clumps, 9 to 12 inches . . Pas, wreck ene eGR 60 400 
Clumps, 1 to 1% feet : = ee; Aelecaieli irae weit 100 7 00 
Clumps, 1% to 2 feet Se Ce AL ce DR ene eT Lo CLL) 


Kalmia 
latifolia 


THE 
MOUNTAIN LAUREL 


NE of the grandest ol 
our native  broad- 
leaved evergreen 

shrubs, often attaining tree- 
like proportions in our south- 
ern mountains. In cultiva- 
tion it is a broad, thick shrub, 
and when in full bloom is 
of surpassing beauty. The 
wheel-shaped flowers are set 
in close corymbs on the ends 
of the stems, pure white to 
pink, and appear in May o1 
June in such profusion as to 
almost smother the foliage. 
Its thick, shiny leaves are 
conspicuous the year round, 
making it a shrub of greatest 
value for massing, and giving 
a striking evergreen effect. 
The hardiness of Kalmia lati- 
folia is beyond doubt, it be- 
ing found sparingly in Nova 
Scotia and increasing in 
abundance through New Eng- 
land and the middle Atlantic 
States (particularly in the 
higher altitudes) till the crest 
of the Southern Alleghanies 
is reached, where, in the true 
American home of the broad- 
leaved Ericacea, perfect con- 
ditions of soil and climate 
are found, producing such a 
luxuriance of growth as to 
form veritable jungles of gor- 
geous beauty, miles in extent. 


Kalmia latifolia at the 


water's edge 


499 by ePcrLSEY Be 


Kaima latyoua in tull bloom 


Prices of Kalmia latifolia 


Bushy plants, 3 to 
Bushy plants, 
Bushy plants, 
Bushy plants, 1 to 1% feet 
Bushy plants, 1% to 2 feet 
Clumps, 9 to 12 inches 
Clumps, 1 to 1% feet 
Clumps, 1% to 2 feet . 
lumps, 2 to 3 feet. . ... 


6 inches . 
6 to 9 inches . 
9 to 12 inches . 


Each Per to 


fo 10 fo 75 
: 15 I oo 
25 175 

35) | 245C 

75 5 00 

Gah gees 
100 600 

I 50 12 00 


3 00 25 


pele) 


175 oo 


Collected clumps, 1 to 4 feet high, ana conespondiug diameter, soc. to $10 each. 


By the car-load, $110 to $200 per car. 


SHOAL 


A small corner of Highlands Nursery in the high Carolina mountains 
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Write for special information. 


Rhododendron maximum 


THE GREAT 
AMERICAN ROSE BAY 


It is perfectly hardy in the latitude of Quebec 


clumps) for producing immediate, finished, broad-leaved, evergreen 
effects, is so well established as to scarcely need comment. There is 


no other possible way to obtain the results to be had by the use of these 
magnificent hardy evergreens. Our facilities for growing and collecting are 
approached by none, and the quality of stock we handle cannot be duplicated, 
while the hundreds of car-loads of our plants now growing and flourishing on 
many of the leading estates and public parks in America conclusively show 
the value of our nineteen years’ experience in growing and handling Hardy 
American Rhododendrons and other native plants exclusively. 

Not even in Asia do Rhododendrons grow so luxuriantly as in our own 
Southern Alleghany Mountains, where they attain a height of 30 feet and more, 
assuming tree-like proportions. They must be seen in their native lavishness 
of growth and bloom, on the mountain sides or hanging over the dashing 
ice-cold streams and water-falls, to be properly appreciated, and a trip to the 
high Carolina Mountains in spring and early summer is a never-to-be-forgotten 
series of joys to the lover of nature. : 

With proper knowledge and experience, much of this beauty and wildness 
may be transferred to our gardens and lawns. 

Hundreds of thousands of the best and most beautiful of our Hardy Rho- 
dodendrons, Azaleas and other native trees, shrubs, vines, ferns and flowering 
plants have been brought together at Highlands Nursery, on the crest of the 
Southern Alleghanies, nearly 4,000 feet elevation, where nature has provided a 
soil and climate where they luxuriate as nowhere else in the world. 

Here almost roo acres are devoted exclusively to preparing these floral 
treasures for safe removal to our lawns and woodlands, to be enjoyed throughout 
the seasons by those who will. A beautiful catalogue filled with original 
half-tones and engravings tells of these “wild” things, and will be sent free to 
those who ask for it. 

Rhododendron maximum is without doubt the noblest of American broad- 
leaved shrubs, and is found growing sparingly in New England and New York, 
more abundant in the Pennsylvania Mountains, but reaching perfection only in 
the Southern Alleghany Mountains, where it grows in such luxuriance as to 
form a striking feature in the mountain landscape. Its large waxy white or 
delicately pink flowers appear in large trusses in July, the latest of all the 
Rhododendrons, greatly enhancing its ornamental value as a broad-leaved 
evergreen for finished landscape effect. 

Our nursery-grown stock of Rhododendron maximum includes over 50,000 
bushy plants and clumps with balls, while we collect car-load lots of large 
clumps from special sources in the Pennsylvania Mountains and the Carolina 
Mountains. Prices per car-load of Rhododendron maximum vary with size 
and grade. For plantations where large quantities are required a mixed grade 
of sizes, two to six or eight feet, may well be used, at a rate of $100 per car, 
packed ready for shipment. Specia! freight rates. 


P AHE use of large native Rhododendrons and Kalmias (often “collected” 
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Rhododendron maximum, Great American Rose Bay Nature’s planting on banks of a mountain brook 


RHODODENDRON MAXIMUM 


Where extra selection is made, prices are $110 to $150 per car; the freight 
to Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Buffalo, and similar points is $27 to $40 
per car from Pennsylvania sources. Number of plants to the car varies from 
forty or fifty to several hundred, according to size and grade. 

We ship car-load lots from Pennsylvania to northern points only to save 
freight charges, and our stock is unequaled elsewhere. Information to meet un- 
usual conditions gladly given, and special prices are made on large requirements. 


Prices of Rhododendron maximum by the plant 


All are bushy and with balls. Exctin paeio aie 
Cn Cran cl er Witte tert Pent Roce tne A Guint thou evel yolp me MS vores 
Gitonracmchea yp) Arosa cs eee os tee any ata 20 I 50 1000 
Aita-wecheete scit tigen a ais Ss poets 35 300 20Co0 
Die tOWShOCES tice aie eh eae cleans aoe 50 400 35 00 
ClumpsNGitosrs inches. 2-0. eo ee eee pe cere eee 501 3950. 2500 
Clumps, 1 to 1% feet . . Peek aiiateanite ; AAS 75 § 00 45 oO 
Clumps, 1% to2feet ... . a ee + 5 aay EP 25e BO1OOs. 9OLodm 
Clumps, atoigfeete. 0. 5 ie G: a 0d A ee = eco nr Store TOoLome 


Clumps, 3 to3% feet... . oA, 4 00 28 00 225 co 


Extra heavy specimen clumps, any size, are charged for according to diameter 
and grade. A two-foot clump may often be furnished better even than a 
specimen six-foot clump. We send out no poor stock. 

Collected clumps, two to eight feet high, from 50 cts. to $20 each, according to 
size and furnishings. j 
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Azalea lutea \calendulacea), Great Flame Azalea 


' Hardy American Azaleas 


And a few other 


Rare Plants for the Rhododendron Bed 


HE American Azaleas are among the choicest of all ornamentals, whether 
i exotic or native, and were but rarely seen in cultivation before being dis- 
seminated by Highlands Nursery. Large masses of “Great Flame-col- 
ored Azalea,” A. lutea (calendulacea), when seen in flower, present the most 
gorgeous effects, in shades varying from deep crimson to a bright sulphur-yellow. 
The complete hardiness of all the species we offer is unquestionable. The foliage 
of A. arborescens is the finest of all Azaleas, remaining a clear, shiny green 
throughout the summer, a characteristic not usual with this family. The large 
white, sweet-scented flowers appear the last of all the Azaleas, and the numer- 
ous pink-tipped stamens protruding give a most beautiful effect. Azalea vaseyi 
is one of the finest introductions of late years, the white to deep pink flowers 
appearing before the foliage in April in the greatest profusion. A. nudiflora 
and A, wiscosa are pretty dwarf varieties, very useful in the undershrubbery. 
Azaleas are seen at their best when planted in large masses and in properly 
prepared beds, and they richly repay any unusual care given them. Like most 
ericaceous plants, they love deep, moist, well-drained soil, and these showy 
native species are particularly adapted to planting in shrub borders and with 
Rhododendrons, their brilliant blossoms being set off by a background of dark 
foliage. Azaleas can be successfully grown almost anywhere, even in the north 
middle states, if excavations are made and proper soil with abundant humus is 
filled in, say two to three feet or more deep, and preferably a northern exposure 
chosen with shade. The mulching should be left on during the summer to 
decay, and a fresh application made every autumn. 
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Azalea arborescens, Fragrant Tree Azalea 
Photographed in Franklin Park, Boston, from stock supplied by Highlands Nursery 


HARDY NATIVE AZALEAS 


Our cold Carolina mountains have added no more beautiful plants to gar- 
dens than these American Azaleas, not even excepting the magnificent broad- 
leaved evergreen Rhododendrons of world-wide fame. 


AZALEA arborescens. Fragrant White Azalea. In June the delight- 
fully spicy fragrant white fowers appear in profusion, lasting for weeks. 
Becomes a spreading clump three to six feet broad in cultivation; easy cul- 
ture. The leaves often color striking shades of red in late autumn. 


Each Perio 100 


TITER NES | ORS ech rectans tlni nee Be a ns $o 30 $2 50 $20 00 
1t0 134 feet . . ails ees ahaa ae Matar ; 45. 400 35 00 
Braitoaiteer je 7 a Pa sng) clans ee ry ne eas Oe 65; 600 5000 


A. arborescens rosea. A beautiful and rare form, with bright pink fra- 
grant flowers. Introduced by Highlands Nursery. Stock limited and orders 
filled in rotation only. Small plants, $4 each. 


A. lutea (calendulacea). Great Flame Azalea.. The most regal of all the 
species, native or exotic, and a noble representative of our rich Carolina 
Mountain flora. Bartram, speaking of it in his‘ Travels,” calls it the “ fiery 
Azalea,” and says: “This epithet fiery I annex to this most celebrated 
species of Azalea as being expressive of the appearance of its fowers, which 
are in general of the color of the finest red lead, orange and bright gold as 
well as yellow and cream-color. This is certainly the most gay and brilliant 


flowering shrub yet known.” Per 10 _ 100 


6toizinches .. . $1 50 $12 50 
MARC Totes PEED Sw wars = ie) Kyle on hires aeons : ee 200 1800 
MCD SHEET Mes n e fely ae feats iewlees aie 3 : 300 25 00 
2 to 3 feet MURS MeALe be alts tel et eay She avid fi Wiel om . a eek 5 00 45 00 
PiTOTE HEEL: col oh ah eiaicon nin t/a @ wah yla, KR Siw lands cat ey 12 00 110 00 


A. nudiflora.  Pinxter Flower. Smaller species, with showy deep pink . 
flowers in April and May, while quite bare of leaves. Stands sun and ex- 


posure well. Each Perio 100 
Cito ieee as Bacio a ree tg ee Flee bicet ean 2 ches POUZU Seek RED, SO 
1to1%feet..... ec ot i oPcran taekh fark ot ceeee cK es 35. 300 25 00 
Te Wo TEOLY Vulon sw idaeiie, oink Tatts. sy habe ne, oie) Kae ah a ere 50 400 35 00 
Ria SMG Bee a Vance sasha we Ss ws ++.  9§ 600 §000 


Each Perio 100 


GIOTZMN CHER) re) <. eles eal caerepetca she ia) teak «=~ $0125) $2.00 $15;00 
MHD YPG MER eee seis cot 5, aynt See LN ROR re MS heh nme cy ates 35. 3:00 2500 
TIS TOS HROED Suck Geer oicenar apace ante R ISTE nate ie ae MES aey 20700 
ENTIONS NOG ae kta yin oy BT otha atts wiay Shia, RACE odo) aE 75 700 6000 


A. viscosa. Early White Azalea. A late-blooming species with small, 
white, fragrant flowers in June and July. Azaleas do well along the water’s 
edge, and arborescens and viscosa love moisture. 

Gutewainches. fh ee ow MO ape ey Ste oh tet 2k $o 15 $125 $10 00 


Brow Mikel, Reese CES er ae 25. 2co 1800 
ie tarateet: 9.1 he MuANSin ctw op cee becaeeas aPvawes: Fe ne 35 300 2500 


RHODORA canadensis. Rhodora, Of the Azalea family and no less 
showy than some of its species. The purplish rose-colored flowers are borne 
in profusion in May or June. Forms thick clumps and flourishes in very 
moist situations. A most dainty and elegant shrub. Bach Per1o 


GitOITE MACHER Per eat aetna ae hee os chee BM east lanes $o 20 $1 75 
Diab oatbetece) oe erm oe ue: Ries , : 49 300 


Each Perio _ 100 


, Stee Rare Plants for 


ow 


Spray of Leucothoe catesbaei 


GALAX aphylla. Galax, or Coltsfoot. A 


low ground-covering evergreen with heart-shaped, 
crenate-toothed leaves of striking beauty, and white 
flowers borne on a graceful scape 12 to 
18 inches high. The thick leaves turn bril- 
liant shades of bronze, red and crimson in 
autumn, remaining so through the winter. A careful estimate 
shows that nearly 70,000,000 Galax leaves were used for decora- 
tions last season. A remarkable ground-covering 
plant, particularly for use in the rhododendron bed. 


Each Perto 100 
Established clumps. ......- - $0 30 $2 00 $18 00 
Collectediclumpsic-e ster. et ste eae 20 t FS Io 00 
Special prices by the thousand for large plantings. 


GALAX LEAVES. Brilliant green and bronze, for decora- 
ting. $5 per 1,000, postpaid; $3 per 1,000, by express. 


LEUCOTHOEF. catesbaei. Catesby’s Leu- 


cothoé. Few, if any shrub evergreens of the broad-leaved 
sorts have the grace and elegance of this one. The thick 
shining green leaves are evenly disposed on long, recurved 
branches along which the dense racemes of beautiful 
white bell-shaped flowers hang. As an undershrub for 
rhododendrons or for banks and borders of streams it is 
without a rival. The sprays make beautiful winter deco- 
rations indoors and turn a rich bronze in the fall where exposed to the sun. 


Each Perio 100 | . Each Perio 100 
6toizinches ... ++ $o 15 $100 $800 | 1% to2z feet, clumps . - . $075 $600 $50 00 
1to 144 feet, clumps. - - - 59 400 35 00 2 to jzfeet, clumps . . 100 800 7000 


SPRAYS, bv express, not prepaid, $1.roper 100. 


DENDRIUM (Leiophyl- 


lum) prostratum. Mountain 
Heath. The Carolina Mountain pros- 
trate form of this beautiful genus. A 
most elegant rockwork evergreen, 
closely covering the surface with a bed 
of green. When in full bloom in May 
or June it produces a wonderfully showy 
effect. The delicate flowers are often 
tinged with pink. Plant in edge of 
rhododendron bed. 


Galax 
Leabes 


ins Each Perio 100 
+ WOd Vy. But 

Sie Clnmosds ketosis ue $o 20 $1 50 $10 00 

Dendrium prostratum Heavier clumps .... - 35.300 2500 
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PLEASE USE THIS ORDER FORM 


| {1 Miles Geeemie Pen ANIC ae iP, al 90 


To HARLAN P. KELSEY, 


BEACON BUILDING, BOSTON, MASS. 


Dear at? o EReineen FINA Gace 2 ee RU eth ONS BS he os ue ee 
Send in vtimehtoc arnmve (On. OF Desores arene Ben cael RS 2. See ae ae 
VO: (Nawe) (eee eee et a er ee as pee th ee 
Ser eeh se: Bin Micm Pale: Sates ee) Post (Of fick. 2202 7 20 ale SS State 
Forward Dust oe ee Des ee. ae eee ae ee Sw” ey Fok SEE! Als Ag 
BrpressiCiiince 1a ln Lb he) 3s ee Name of Express Company 
FRPEIORE “SEAtion Be cg st Seat BO ss We a Name :ofeRatiroads: 3 ee er 8 ee 


Further Instructions :__ 


~ am ee ae 
QUANTITY NAMES OF PLANTS oe PRICE AMOUNT 


(SEE OTHER SIDE) 


Forwarded, : , : 


t ih 


HARLAN P. KELSEY 


Beacon Building 


Boston, Mass., U. S. A. 


the Rhododendron Bed 


KANTHORRHIZA 


apiifolia. Yellow-Root. Un- 
doubtedly the finest American 
deciduous undershrub for planting 
under trees, along roadways, walks 
and borders, or where conditions 
of extreme moisture prevail. Finely 
cut foliage remains a good green till 
autumn, when it turns shades of 
orange and yellow. Now used by 
thousands in parks and_ private 
grounds. For “filling-in” Rhodo- 
dendron beds or any shrub plantings 
and where a permanent and beauti- 


Xanthorrhiza apiifolia 
as an edging for kalmias 


ful edging or fringe is desired, there is no plant to take its place. The 


Hardy Ferns 


photograph shows a planting of this 
beautiful shrub in Salem, Massa- 
chusetts. 

Each Perio 100 
6 to 12 inches, clumps. $0 25 $1 50 $10 00 
12 to 18 inches, clumps. 50 300 2000 


HARDY FERNS. Many 


varieties are at home and thrive in 
the Rhododendron bed, and the 
graceful dainty fronds make a beau- 
tiful border. They aid in  con- 
serving moisture and keep the 
ground cool. Many rare species 
are offered in our large illustrated 
catalogue. Fine selection, $1 per 
10, $8 per roo. 


BICUCULLA (Dicentra) eximia. Mountain Bleeding Heart. 


This exquisite little herbaceous perennial is added to the list of plants for the 


Rhododendron bed to supply variety 
in color and leafage to the border. 

The feathery light green leaves 
are delicately divided, the clumps 
completely filling up spaces and pro- 
ducing charming rose-colored flow- 
ers from early spring until frost. 
We cannot recommend it too highly. 


Each Perio 
RUM PAs teleivea si tahiemene $o 20 $1 50 


For LILIUMS, TRILLIUMS, 
VINCAS, and other plants for the 
Rhododendron bed, write for full 
catalogue, beautifully illustrated with 
original half-tones of native flowers. 


J. HORACE MCFARLAND Co.. PRINTERS, 
HARRISBURG, PA, 


Bicue lla eximia 


Always address) HARLAN P. KELSEY, Proprietor 


Highlinds Nursery, Beacon Building, Boston, Mass. 
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Azalea (Rhododendron) baseyi. Introduced by Highlands Nursery. Delicate white to deep pink 


